Attention Vermont Medicaid Prescribing Providers:
90-Day Prescriptions for Maintenance Drugs

Providers were notified that effective July 15, 2009, when OVHA is the primary payer, pharmacies will be required to dispense designated classes of maintenance drugs in 90-day supplies after the first fill.  The effective date of this change has been moved to August 1, 2009, to provide prescribers and pharmacies additional time to implement the change.
As a reminder, when OVHA is the primary payer: after the first fill, prescriptions written for maintenance drugs must be rewritten for 90 days for the drug to be covered.  The maximum quantity limit of 102 days still applies. This rule does not apply to beneficiaries who have other primary insurance, including Part D.  The full list of classes of drugs affected by this change is posted on OVHA’s website at http://ovha.vermont.gov/for-providers.  See OVHA’s Clinical Criteria document for drugs with other quantity limits: http://ovha.vermont.gov/for-providers/preferred-drug-list-clinical-criteria.

VPharm Pilot Program: Statins and Proton Pump Inhibitors

Providers were notified that effective July 15, 2009, for beneficiaries enrolled in the VPharm programs, OVHA will only cover the cost-sharing (deductible, donut hole and coinsurance) for select generic and/or OTC statins (HMG COA reductase inhibitors) and proton pump inhibitors (PPIs).  The effective date of this change has been moved to August 1, 2009, to provide prescribers and pharmacies additional time to implement this change.
As a reminder, most of the drugs covered under this program do not require prior authorization (PA) from the Part D Plans.  However, if a beneficiary has obtained a PA from his/her Part D Plan prior to August 1, 2009, the drug continues to be covered by VPharm through its PA process.  Our research suggests that the only affected drug is Lipitor for those enrolled in First Health Part D Premier Plan and First Health Part D Secure Plan.  
